


• Clip – Big But
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UNczdqLCrw


“Don’t listen to 
anything till the but!”

- Yogi Berra  
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Can’t you hear the 
rich man in the gospel 

lesson saying, 

“But Jesus…”
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At first hearing, this 
lesson reinforces a lot 

of conditions and 
preconceived notions 
when it comes to God 

and salvation. 
5



6



7



In the lessons 
today we have a lot 
of “If”  and a lot 
of implied “Then”.
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Amos warns Israel that if
they do justice then they will 

receive blessing, while 
corruption and oppression 

incur God’s wrath.

The if-then is if you are good 
then you are blessed. If you 
do bad then you are cursed. 
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Psalm 90 is a prayer 
“attributed” to Moses for 
deliverance from national 

adversity. 

The if-then is, if we learn 
what is wise from God, 
then God will come and 
help us in our troubles. 
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Hebrews takes this conditional 
understanding of God’s love and 

turns it upside-down. 

“Indeed the word of God…” (Logos) 
meaning Jesus Christ.

Now we have the if – then as this: 
If God knows everything about us 

and understands our sin and we are 
forgiven in Christ, then we can 
experience grace and mercy.  12



Jesus takes this one step 
further in the Gospel. 

The rich man approaches 
Jesus with the same pre-
set conditions. If I do 

good then I am blessed. If
I do bad then I am 

cursed.  13
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Jesus isn’t telling the rich 
man that he needs to do 

more. He is telling the rich 
man his whole 

understanding of how God 
operates is wrong.

Which is what he is telling 
us too!  
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No one can ever 

out-sin the 

work of Christ 

on the cross! 
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The question of what we must do to 
inherit eternal life is flawed at the 
conception. We already have eternal 
life…God has taken care of that in 

Jesus Christ. 

The problem is when we hear the 
word of grace we want to make it 
conditional again by adding the

“If – Then clause.
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